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Description: 
This module examines Differentiated Instruction, a way of thinking about teaching and learning 
that helps teachers manage an inclusive classroom in Jewish schools.  Students will learn a 
variety of strategies for the Judaic curriculum that addresses the needs of all students, especially 
those with special needs.  Students will create a differentiated unit to be used in their school as a 
model for creating additional units over time.  (If you teach general studies in a day school, or a 
different Judaic area, please email me so we can tailor this content to your needs.) 
 
Learning Objectives: 
Participants will 

• describe the role of Differentiated Instruction in creating inclusive classrooms in 
Jewish schools (day, supplemental, and preschools) 

• examine the essential elements of Differentiated Instruction and determine 
instructional strategies so all students can achieve success  

• create a unit that includes the essential components of Differentiated Instruction  
 
Readings: 
All readings for the module will be available online. In addition, the bibliography lists books that 
may be of interest to you and/or your school.  (Note these are not required for completion of this 
module.) 
 
Dates, Topics and Assignments: 
 
Unit 1 
Nov. 8 – 14  

• Self introductions 
• DI as part of the context of education 

(general and special) and learning theories 
• Multiple Intelligences 
• Brain Based Learning 
• Understanding by Design 

Select a topic for 
creating the unit for 
your class, stating the 
enduring 
understandings.    

Unit 2 
Nov. 15 – 21  

Appreciating the variety of learners in the 
classroom 

Chart – learners 
profile, interests, 
readiness level and 
how you will provide 
for their needs 

Unit 3 
Nov. 22 – 28  
Happy Thanksgiving 

Differentiating the content of the curriculum List the ways the 
content of the unit will 
be differentiated 

Unit 4 
Nov. 29 – Dec. 5  

Differentiating the process (learning activities) 
Managing the classroom (e.g., learning centers, 
contracts, 

List the variety of 
learning activities that 
will be implemented in 
the unit 

Unit 5 
Dec. 6 – 10  

Differentiating the products  List the ways students 
will be evaluated for 



their learning 
Grading: 

Differentiated Unit    60%  
Online discussion board    20% 
Online Reflective Journal   20% 
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